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This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")on theJune1, 2012,letterof SouthCarolinaElectric& GasCompany

("SCE&G" or "the Company")requestingthat this Commissiondeclarethestatusof the

replacementof theVCS1-LakeMurray230kV Line andreconfigurationsof segmentsof

the existingWateree-DennyTerrace230kV and Edenwood-LakeMurray 230 kV Lines

to be "like facilities" underthe Utility Facility Siting andEnvironmentalProtectionAct

("the Act). SCE&Gassertsthatthenew lineandreconfigurationsof segmentsof existing

lines constitute"the replacementof an existingfacility with a like facility" underS.C.

Code Ann. Section 58-33-110(1)(1976), and that the new line and reconfigurations

thereforedo not constitute"constructionof a major utility facility" under the Act, for

whichcertificationwouldberequired.We agree.

The existing VCS1-LakeMurray 230kV Line, which consistsprimarily of H-

framestructures,is approximately18.9miles in total lengthandis usedby SCE&G to

transmit electricity generatedat V.C. SummerNuclearStation ("VCSNS") from the

VCSNS SwitchyardI to the Company'sLake Murray TransmissionSubstationlocated

near SCE&G's McMeekin and SaludaHydro Stations,approximatelythree (3) miles
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southwestof IlanO,SouthCarolina. Fromthere,theelectricityis usedto serveSCE&G's

customersin theIrmo,LexingtonandWestColumbiaareas.

The segments of the existing Wateree-DennyTerrace 230 kV Line and

Edenwood-LakeMmTay230kV Line to be replacedm'eapproximately4.3milesand 1.0

mile in length,respectively.Thesesegmentsconsistprimarily of H-framestructuresand

are portions of lines that run betweenmajor SCE&G systemsubstationsthat serve

electricity to SCE&G customersin Columbia,West Columbia,Irmo, Lexington and

sun'oundingareas.

The Companystatesthat it is necessarythat it replacethe VCSl-Lake Murray

230kV Line and the segmentsof the other two lines with "like facilities" within the

existingright-of-waycorridorsin orderto accommodatethe constructionof a brandnew

230kV transmissionline stretchingfrom the Company'sVCSNS Switchyard2 pastthe

Lake Murray TransmissionSubstationto the Company'splannedSt. GeorgeSwitching

Station,nearSt. George,SouthCarolina. Thisnew line will beknown asthe VCS2-St

George230 kV LineNo. 2. Thenew line will runalongsidethereplacementline for the

VCSl-Lake Mun'ay 230 kV Line, andalongsidethereplacementlinesfor the segments

of the Wateree-DeimyTen'ace230 kV andEdenwood-LakeMurray 230kV Lines. The

VCS2-St George230 kV Line No. 2 is the subjectof a separateapplication for a

Certificateof EnvironmentalCompatibilityandPublicConvenienceandNecessity.

SCE&G plansto replacethe existing H-framestructures,on which the VCSl-

LakeMun'ay230kV Line is cun'entlylocated,with singlepole, doublecircuit structures

soasto accommodateboththereplacementline for theexistingVCS1-LakeMurray230
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kV Line andaportion of the plannedVCS2-StGeorge230 kV Line No. 2. A segment

of the existing VCSl-Lake Murray 230 kV Line, which is wholly locatedwithin the

projectboundaryof theVCSNSsite,will be re-terminatedfrom theVCSNSSwitchyard

1 to the VCSNS Switchyard2and, upon the re-termination,the existing VCS1-Lake

Murray230 kV Line will be renamedthe VCS2-LakeMurray 230 kV Line No. 1. The

total lengthof this line, the replacementline for the VCS1-LakeMurray 230 kV Line,

will be approximately18.7miles, approximately0.2 miles less than the existing line

lengthdueto there-terminationfrom VCSNSSwitchyard1to VCSNSSwitchyard2.

For the segmentsof the Wateree-DennyTerrace230 kV and Edenwood-Lake

Murray230kV Lines,SCE&Gplansto replacetheexistingH-Framestructuresonwhich

these lines are cun'ently located with single pole, double circuit structuresso as to

accommodateboth the replacementline segmentsanda portionof theplannedVCS2-St

George230kV Line No. 2. Thereplacementlines for theVCSl-Lake Murray 230 kV

Line and the segmentsof the Wateree-DennyTen'ace230 kV and Edenwood-Lake

Murray230kV Lines will not resultin anysignificantincreasein environmentalimpact

of thefacilitiesor substantiallychangethelocationof thefacilities.

S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-33-110(1) (1976)statesin part: "The replacementof

an existing facility with a like facility, as determinedby the Commission,shall not

constitute constructionof a major utility facility." Constructionof "major utility

facilities" requirescertificationby thisCommission.We haveexaminedthedescriptions

of the replacementof the one line andthe reconfigurationsof the segmentsof the two

lines furnished by the Company,and have concludedthat these constitute "the
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replacementof an existing facility with a like facility," and thereforedo not require

cel_tification.Theselines consistprimarily of H-framestructures,and SCE&Gplanson

replacingthesewith singlepolestructures,which will remainin theexistingright of way.

Thereplacementandreconfigurationsconstitute,in our opinion,"the replacement

of an existing facility with a like facility" under the Act, and no new certification is

thereforerequired.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

DavidA. Wrig'ht,Chairman

ATTEST:

Ran_dya_Mi_thell,__

(SEAL)


